Interview with Pilori_ (2003) 


First, tell me a bit about your name : the pilori was an kind of instrument of torture at the 
middle age, it was used to expose the criminals in the streets. Why did you take such a name ? 


We had originally planned to go more into medieval music, but then our music developed in a 
different way. Now we have come to understand that « planning » music does not work. You cannot 
force a song to sound in a special way, you just have to let things develop themselves to get the best 
results. When Pilori was founded four years back, we were a lot into medieval music, so we wanted 
a band name related to that and « Pilori » fit quite well into our concept. Yes, a pillory was used to 
expose criminals, so as our texts are often a critique to society we wanted to kinda « expose the 
problems of our society ». It is not really that we want to point our fingers at people, but we both 
think it is sad that many people live their life with their eyes closed (see also the song Les Yeux 
Fermeés). 


You're part of the Gothic scene (in the widest sense of the term), but more than being 
« dark », you claim to play « Grey Romantic Darkwave »... Can you explain this ? 


Well, it is true that we are part of the Gothic scene, but when we started to make music, we didn't 
focus on the Gothic scene, we wanted to make music for everybody and even though most of our 
fans are from the Gothic scene, we also get a lot of reactions from other people, some of them don't 
even know what Gothic is... like we also have fans in India where this kind of music is totally 
unknown. And personally I wouldn't call myself « dark ». I am a lot connected with the scene, but I 
am also a lot connected with all other sorts of things which makes me rather a grey than a black 
person... so our music is just as grey as that... 


Your lyrics often deal about Nature, in a metaphoric sense... Is Nature important for you ? 
Do you think man is forever bound to Nature, and part of it ? 


Yes, nature is definitely important for us. We both enjoy long walks and we always find things in 
nature that can be transferred to mankind and society. Also I am a person that has many ups and 
downs, so the seasons play a major role for me as I can find myself in them. We also like to watch 
nature and animals, this is another factor and yes, we think that mankind is a part of nature, 
although most people think that mankind is superior and can control everything. But the day that 
mankind dies will show that they were nothing but an ugly pest. Perhaps this sounds very extreme 
and pessimistic, but everything is part of this huge system, so why does one small piece of it think 
to be the most important one ? 


Your logo is a Rune, and some of your lyrics let me think you're influenced by Paganism... 
What do you find in it ? Is it a way to give life a sense in a more and more senseless world ? 


Paganism is a interesting way to see things different. we do not actually believe in pagan 
philosophies, but we like the way these people think about modern achievements. it is always very 
important to think about what you are surrounded with and to ask yourself if these thinks are ok for 
you. Another pagan element we like is the love towards nature. Nature is a really godly power that 
must not be underestimated. 


Yet, when you sing « Wo ist dein Gott ? Wo ist mein Gott? Er blutet und weint am 
Heydenkreutz », it seems to be a reference to Jesus Christ, isn't it ? 


Yes and no... it is not specifically a reference to Jesus Christ, but rather a reference to all sorts of 
extreme belief. We do believe that everybody is strong enough him- / herself, so there is no need to 
dedicate everything to religion. 


It is not that religion is really a bad thing, a religious society can indeed give support and make one 
feel home, but it always depends on the extend it is used. No one should be so naiv and rely on a 


God that might not be there if needed, so people should rather rely on themselves and believe in 
themselves. I don't know whether I can explain this so well, but finally we tried to show some 
contrasts in our song Daz Heydenkreutz and you can of course always transfer the text; the Jesus 
Christ thing was just an example based on some personal experiences. 


I once read that you had had some problems in Leipzig with some people that thought Pilori 
was a political band... How do you react when you hear that Dark Folk is nazi movement ? 


I am always very disappointed when I hear such things about us, because it shows that people do 
NOT really know our music and have never read any text of us. They just heard something 
somewhere and believe it is true even if it is complete bullshit in reality. In Leipzig we made the 
« mistake » to use banners with our logo which contains a rune... and so some people assumed that 
we must be part of that what you called « nazi movement »... it is incredible... Until a few months 
back I always went crazy when I heard people talk such rubbish but in the meanwhile I have 
become more calm about such things... sometimes I think that some people will never try to find 
out what is true and what not, they just believe anything that they hear and such people will never 
change and surely still go on saying stupid things in 200 years. All this is based on the fact that 
there are some few bands who really have a « strange » reputation, if I may describe it like that, but 
it is sad that the whole scene is then suffering from it as there are more than enough bands like 
Pilori that are not political at all... 


Regardless of politic, do you think like main Dark Folk bands that Europe must unite and 
revendicate its identity ? 


Difficult question, because a unification has many advantages and disadvantages, but I think the 
main danger is that politicians use the unification to work for their own advantages and not for 
those of the Europeans.... 


Pilori is a band, but it's also a couple. Love seems to play a important role in your music : lost 
love, wished love, eternal love... Do you consider Pilori as your own love's greatest way of 
expression ? 


No, not at all, because we did not found the band for that reason and even if love plays a major role 
in our songs, it does not refer to ourselves... 


The main themes of your music can be found in the Dark Folk scene... You're also friends of 
Tony Wakeford, and you played with Sol several times. Do you feel close to this movement ? 


Hmmmmm, next difficult question, because as I said before we do not plan our music. We 
(especially Gernot) listen a lot to that kind of music in personal, so this is probably where the 
influences come from, but if we feel close to that movement, I don't know. Concerning Sol: Yes, we 
get along very well with each other, we usually die laughing being with those people, and they are 
very very interesting persons to talk to and we are already looking forward a lot to playing with 
them again in a few weeks. 


Beside that your album was produced by Bruno Kramm (Das Ich), who's usually not really 
involved in this kind of music... Can you tell me more about this collaboration ? 


Well, to work with Bruno was a nice coincidence. We got to know him via our sound engineer 
Tony Strohbach. Tony also mixes Das Ich live, so we got in touch. After we had finished the 
recordings for Feuilles Tombantes (Tony did a great job here !) Bruno helped us with the mastering 
of some songs, but due to time and technical problems we had to finish the mastering at our label 
Trinity. 


Regarding now to music, Pilori is an original mix of folk, gothic, neo-classical... How could 
you describe your style ? 


Perhaps as « Grey Romantic Music »? Many people ask us this question. It is as you said a mix of 
many things and as we love all sorts of music, everything influences our music which probably 
makes the unusual sound. We do not want to limit our music to a specific scene or kind of music 
and we are always open for new influences. But what can be said in general is that our songs are 
mostly sad and romantic, sometimes melancholic, but never hopeless. 


What are your influences ? Dead Can Dance seems to be one, with its « oriental » side (I think 
of Talking about wolves for example)... 


Yes, Dead Can Dance are one of our influences, but the « oriental » touch also comes from Indian 
music, I am a lot influenced by Indian temple chants and Hindi movie songs. Sol Invictus is also a 
big influence of us, so is Depeche Mode (for Gernot) or The Gathering as well as medieval music. 


You seem to love playing live... Is it important for you, to share emotions with other people in 
a concert room ? Is it a remembrance to your headbanging past ? 


No, my headbanging past was much wilder and more painful (for the neck!)...Yes, we definitely 
love playing live and we enjoy it a lot to share emotions with the audience. It is for us always very 
exciting and sometimes surprising, too to watch how people react to our songs. We never expected 
people to react so positive to Le Soleil Et La Lune for example. Sometimes people react quite 
different to the same songs, we often experienced this with Talking About Wolves, one gig people 
love it, the other gig people do not seem to care.... crazy, isn't it? 


Have you ever tried to play with additional musicians, for concerts ? 
Yes, and except of the fact that we nearly killed each other, it worked wonderful... big smile! No, 
we would really like to play with additional people live, but until now we never found the right 


people, but we hope to have somebody play the violin for one of the next gigs... let's see if it works. 


Do you plan to release something with a side-project, maybe ? 


No, nothing like that is planned so far. We hardly find enough time for Pilori so how could we do a 
side-project.... 


